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OAU ‘Indignant’ Over Comoros Head’s Death 


EA3011130089 Dakar PANA in English 1835 GMT 
29 Nov 89 


[Text] Addis Ababa, 29 Nov (PANA)—The secretary 
general of the OAU, Salim Ahmed Salim, has expressed 
his indignation following the assassination Sunday of the 
Comoran president, Mr Ahmed Abdallah. 


In a condolence message, the secretary general said he 
had learnt with “consternation and indignation the 
assassination of President Ahmed Abdallah.” Mr Salim 
expressed sympathy to the people and government of 
Comoros on the occasion of “this cruel loss”. He asked 
the interim Comoran president to transmit his condo- 
lences to the family of the late head of state. 


OAU Mediating Committee Ends Dakar Mission 


ABO112105089 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 30 Nov 89 


[Text] We are here in the studio with Martin Mbaye who 
is accompanying the members of the Inter-African Medi- 
ating Committee on the Senegal-Mauritania conflict 
which is currently in Nouakchott efter a 3-day visit to 
se ae) So, Martin, can you give us the outcome of this 
mission? 


[Mbaye] Yes, the OAU mediating mission has ended its 
recent visit to Senegal after touring the Senegal River 
valley for 2 days. First the delegation toured Dounce 
Khore yesterday where there was a misunderstanding 
deliberately provoked by Mauritania, then Diawara vil- 
lage where the first two deaths resulting in the 9 April 
1989 crisis occurred. In Diawara, the committee mem- 
bers were able to hear our farmers recount how they had 
farmed for several centuries in Dounde Khore. here they 
were able to see the (7hostages) who had been taken and 
mishandled in Selibabi, in Mauritanian territory. The 
rest of the visit was devoted to touring the refugee camps 
in (Boutouzam, Jarsalaam, Creje Bakel, Kotijawe, 
Wourosogui, Dozel, Ndjoum, Hanai, Baganai, and Defa- 
sol). Thousands of people—48,000, according to the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees figures—live in these 
camps. They are black Mauritanians expelled from Mau- 
ritania. At every stage, they showed proof of authentic 
Mauritanian citizenship by displaying to committee 
members their Mauritanian national identity cards or 
better still by parading before the OAU envoys and 
spelling out their names, addresses, and occupations in 
Mauritania. Thus we saw officials of the Army, police, 
tea.hers, officials of Mauritania parastatals and so on 
presenting themselves to the committee. 


This afternoon the OAU committee left for Rosso to 
cross the river into Mauritania. In fact, on the other side, 
an Official Mauritanian delegation was alreasdy waiting. 
[Words indistinct] the beginning of the crisis, the Sene- 
galese sent soldiers to negotiate the arrival of the ferry 
(?in order to cross over). So presently, the OAU mission 
is Continuing its assignment in Mauritanian territory. 
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In Senegal, the committee members saw and heard 
everything, both exhibits and witnesses, and all this took 
place under the supervision of the ministers of foreign 
affairs and interior, Ibrahima Fall and Andre Sonko. The 
next step is that after its mission to Mauritania, the 
committee will submit its findings to President 
Mubrarak, the current OAU chairman. 


Preferential Trade Area Ministers Meet in 
Nairobi 


Economic Cooperation Accord Adopted 


EA3012135089 Nairobi KNA in English 1812 GMT 
28 Nov 89 


[Text] Nairobi—Realisation of a common market within 
the eastern and southern African subregion moved a step 
nearer today, with the adoption of the intergovernmental 
commission of experts report by the PTA [Preferential 
Trade Area] council of ministers meeting in Nairobi. 
The meeting, under the chairmanship of Kenya’s min- 
ister for planning and national development, Dr Zachary 
Onyonka, adopted by consensus the 363-page economic 
co-operation report, covering among other things: cus- 
toms and trade, clearing and payments, transport and 
communications, industrial co-operation, agriculture, 
legal and administrative and budgetary matters. 


The recommendations, which now go to the heads of 
state summit, constituting the PTA authority for 
approval, reinforce the PTA treaty provisions in support 
of the Lagos plan of action and the final act of Lagos, 
whose objective is the creation of the common market by 
the year 2000. The PTA heads of state are scheduled to 
meet in Nairobi later this week. 


Earlier, the council of ministers heartily welcomed 
Angola’s intention to accede to the PTA treaty, and 
endorsed Angola’s request for exemption from some of 
PTA’s treaty obligations on tariff reduction and multi- 
lateral payments mechanisms, in order to assist the 
country’s economic recovery programme. 


The meeting was attended by ministers from Angola, 
Burundi, Comoros, Djibouti, Ehtiopia, Kenya, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Rwanda, Somalia, 
Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 


Kenya’s Moi Opens Meeting 


EA3011185889 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
0730 GMT 30 Nov 89 


[Speech by Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi at 
Opening session of eighth meeting of Preferential Trade 
Area authority in Nairobi, 30 November—live or 
recorded] 


[Excerpts] Mr Chairman, distinguished delegates, ladies 
and gentlemen: First, I wish to say how delighted Ken- 
yans are to have you all with us in our capital city of 
Nairobi. [passage omitted] 
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During the 1980's, the African countries have been 
preoccupied with the challenges of reduction in the 
quality of the environment, drought, famine, negative 
terms of trade, and the pressing external debt burden, 
just to mention a few. It was in response to these 
challenges that the OAU devoted the deliberations of its 
21st summit to Africa’s economic plight. At that summit 
we drew up the priority programme for Africa’s eco- 
nomic recovery and development which was later 
adopted by the UN. This program was formulated to 
promote and enhance cooperation in order to speed up 
the process of economic integration. 


Economic cooperation and integration must, however, 
start at the subregional level. The Preferential Trade 
Area [PTA] is one the important sub-regional routes 
towards African economic integration. I am pleased to 
note that we have all embarked on that route with 
seriousness and strong determination. This is because we 
all recognize that preferential trade will not only create a 
large market for our locally produced goods, but it will 
also lessen our dependence on the present unfavorable 
world trade arrangements. 


Trade among our countries will make us more self- 
reliant. At present, our countries spend scarce foreign 
exchange resources to import from the developed coun- 
tries products which are locally produced in some of our 
countries. Available statistics indicate that some 25 
percent of the Preferential Trade Area region external 
trade is in commodities which are produced in the 
region. It is in this context that we should all attach great 
importance to the Preferential Trade Area Clearing 
House. This facility is intended to promote trade among 
our countries by using national currencies in the settle- 
ment of transactions among member states. It is my 
sincere hope that we will all make concerted efforts to 
utilize the clearing house to the fullest extent possible. 


Similarly, we should make every effort to make full use 
of the Preferential Trade Area travelers’ checks in order 
to lessen our dependence on hard currencies. The Pref- 
erential Trade Area trade and development bank is 
another important instrument for promoting trade and 
development in the region. I, therefore, call on those of 
us who are not yet members of the bank to review their 
position and become members. 


You will all agree with me that our efforts to expand 
trade among our countries will greatly be enhanced by 
the existence of a reliable and efficient transport and 
communications system. Good roads and reliable 
railway lines will not only facilitate fast movement of 
goods but will also minimize transport costs and hence 
stabilize the prices of the goods we trade among our- 
selves. A well-developed and efficient telecommunica- 
tions network will also help to bridge the existing infor- 
mation gap, which is one of the obstacles to the 
expansion of economic cooperation among African 
countries. 
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It is gratifying to note, therefore, that our organization 
has found it worthwhile to strengthen cooperation in this 
vital sector. We need to intensify our efforts to establish 
and rehabilitate interstate roads, railways, and telecom- 
munication links in order to ensure a smooth and fast 
movement of goods and services. 


We must also pay attention to the close relationship 
which exists between trade and production. It is through 
increased industrial cooperation among our countries, 
that we can exploit the potential and utilize the existing 
excess Capacity in our respective countries. I believe that 
the estalishment of joint ventures will further enhance 
our collective industrial development efforts. I hope, 
therefore, that the on-going work on a charter for multi- 
national industrial enterprises will be completed soon to 
enable us take concrete decisions. 


While recognizing the importance of the industrial sector 
in the development of our respective countries and of the 
subregion as a whole, I wish to acknowledge the fact that 
agriculture will continue to be the mainstay of most of 
our economies for the foreseeable future. Agriculture is 
at present the biggest employer of our labor force and the 
main source of our food. It is for many of us, also the 
main source of our foreign exchange earnings. | am 
encouraged to note that some measures have already 
been taken to promote cooperation among our countries 
in this important sector, including the establishment of 
reference centers. We should all strive to strengthen 
those centers and establish new ones. 


Mr Chairman, I fully recognize that the success of our 
efforts to improve the economic well-being of our people 
very much depends on the existence of peace and sta- 
bility in our individual countries, in the subregion and in 
the continent as a whole. Regrettably, the southern part 
of our subregion has never enjoyed complete peace and 
stability. 


We all know that in addition to its racial oppression 
against our brothers and sisters inside South Africa, the 
racist Pretoria regime continues to commit constant acts 
of aggression against the neighbors especially in terms of 
loss of human life, destruction of vital infrastructure, 
and disruption of economic activities. Apartheid is not 
only a crime against humanity, it is also a serious threat 
to peace and an obstacle to development and coopera- 
tion in our subregion. This makes it imperative for us, as 
Preferential Trade Area member states, to actively sup- 
port all efforts to abolish apartheid. 


On a happier note, Mr Chairman, during this session, we 
are honored to have in our midst our newest member, 
Angola. I take this opportunity to formally welcome and 
congratulate Angola for joining the Preferential Trade 
Area. Mr Chairman, we also look forward to the day we 
shall welcome an independent aad free Namibia. 


The achievement of the aims and objectives of our 
Organization will require each of our countries to make 
more sacrifices and constant adjustments in their devel- 
opment programs. The adjustments we make in our 


FBIS-AFR-89-233 
6 December 1989 


respective economies should make into account the 
common and specific interests of Preferential Trade 
Area member states. In the long run, this will promote a 
well-coordinated and planned development of our sub- 
region. We should, above all, strive to respect and 
implement the decisions we take jointly, including those 
which we will adopt at this meeting. Let us all build upon 
Our past experience so that we can achieve even greater 
success. I wish to pledge Kenya’s full participation and 
cooperation in this noble undertaking. 


I am a believer of African unity. The obstacle to the 
success of the black man is because the black man is shy 
to face his own issues but rather dodges the issues that 
face him. We have many organizations, such as our own 
OAU. In order to strengthen African unity we must pay 
its dues. If you read the records of the OAU since its 
inception and know exactly whether each country has 
been paying, all the time you will find that many have 
not been paying, and the white man will always say: 
There you are, you cannot carry on with your own 
responsibility. We must as black people, no matter 
whether we are poor, we must carry our dignity with 
great honor. 


I am not shy personally, I don’t need diplomacy when I 
deal with Africa’s problem. I don’t [word indistinct] and 
I know problems [applause] are to be talked about. I talk 
straight. If somebody does not want what I say—it is 
what I believe in. Our existence will depend very much 
on how we deal with the common man whom we fought 
for to be freed. That is where our strength, our power, 
came from—the common man [applause]. 


If we cannot speak with one voice on matters of importance, 
at least we should respect the common man, because the 
common man is the one who suffers. The common man is 
the one who is expecting to have a better standard of life 
improved and enhanced [applause]. The common man is 
generous. Within human society, Africans are the most 
generous of any other society in the world [applause]. But 
they have extended this generosity even to the innermost of 
their lives. That is their weakness. 


High hopes that even the problem—when I was addressing 
the symposium in Germany, it is a common knowledge that 
the Western world talks about an uninterrupted period of 
peace for the last 48 years [as heard] when we in Africa, 
mainly we have lost 17 million. That is a sad affair; it is not 
a laughing matter. Even now when we are talking, people are 
fighting around corners, and so on. 


The most and cardinal point here is to make sure that 
security of the common man, whom we fought to be free, 
should be secure and then the rest can take care of 
themselves [applause]—the problems that face Sudan, 
the problems that face Ethiopia, the problems that face 
Mozambique, Angola, and so on. I believe that the black 
himself should sit down and say what is bothering us. 
Why should we go and borrow guns from white men to 
shoot ourselves? Is that not foolishness? [applause] 
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Sorry to talk [of] this, outside what we are talking on, but 
I believe that [word indistinct] of what we are trying to 
do will depend very much [on] how we organize our- 
selves, and we will succeed. We have riches underneath 
but we don’t have means. We beg around—come and dig 
it up. We sit—Africa is sitting on oil and all other 
precious minerals and resources, but we don’t have 
means. The best thing—our unity will enable us at least 
to do what we can we don’t. [as heard] We should never 
be carried [away] by hate, but we should be carried by 
love for humanity, love for humanity that will conquer 
the world, than hate. 


So, my brothers and sisters, I end by saying: Let us all do 
our best, the modest way, to promote what we are trying 
to do. Let us all work for the common good of those 
whom we have pledged to serve faithfully. It is now my 
great pleasure to declare this eighth summit session of 
the Preferential Trade Area authority officially opened. 


Moi Elected Chairman 


EA3011192489 Nairobi KNA in English 1148 GMT 
30 Nov 89 


[Excerpts] Nairobi, 30 November (KNA)—His Exel- 
lency, President Daniel arap Moi, today said that the 
success of what Africa is doing in her development 
efforts will entirely depend on how best it organises 
itself. President Moi said through unity African nations 
will be able to exploit the enormous wealth from her 
natural resources for the good of the common man. 


On the OAU President Moi said that member countries 
should pay their dues promptly in order to strengthen the 
Organisation. President Moi was speaking when he offi- 
cially opened the Eighth PTA [Preferential Trade Area] 
Summit at the Kenyatta International Conference Cen- 
tre. [passage omitted] 


Later President Moi was elected the new chairman of the 
PTA. Accepting the chairmanship, President Moi com- 
mended the former chairman, President Ali Hassan 
Mwinyi, for the successful term of office. 


The summit is being attended by e.ght heads of states, 
namely President Ali Hassan Mwinyi of Tanzania, Ken- 
neth Kaunda of Zambia, Dr Robert Mugabe of Zim- 
babwe, Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique, Juvenal 
Habyarimana of Rwanda, Yoweri Museveni of Uganda, 
‘Umar Hasan Ahmad al-Bashir of Sudan, and Al-Haj 
Hassan Gouled Aptidon of Djibouti. Others present 
were leaders of government delegations: the vice- 
president and minister for finance, Professor George 
Saitoti, several cabinet ministers and the secretary gen- 
eral of the PTA, Mr Bax Nomvete. 


To Admit Svdan, Zaire 


EA0112184289 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 1 Dec 89 


[Excerpts] His Excellency President Daniel arap Moi 
today assured the PTA [Preferential Trade Area] mem- 
bers that during his tenure as the chairman of the 
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organization, he will endeavor to ensure that the imple- 
mentation of PTA programs is advanced and acceler- 
ated. President Moi said emphasis has been on identifi- 
cation, formulation, and refinement of ideas as well as 
putting in place instruments for implementing agreed 


program. 


Saying he will strive towards the attainment of the PTA 
objectives, President Moi praised his predecessor, Pres- 
ident Ali Hassan Mwinyi, for the manner in which he 
guided the affairs of the PTA during his tenure. Presi- 
dent Moi was speaking during the closing ceremony of 
the 2-day PTA summit at the Kenyatta International 
Conference Center. [passage omitted] 


Before making his closing speech, President Moi, as the 
chairman of the PTA authority, <ommunicated to the 
meeting issues discussed and decided upon by the closed 
session of the heads of states in their meeting earlier this 
morning. He said the session had established a task force 
to consider the mechanics for the quick implementation 
of the PTA programs on removal of all barriers to 
intra-PTA trade. The task force will also consider the 
establishment of a monetary union, promotion of the 
inter-state joint ventures in all major economic sectors, 
and the development of the capabilities of the local 
businessmen at all levels. Kenya was appointed the 
chairman of the task force. [sentence as heard] The 
members are Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Djibouti, Tan- 
zania, Zimbabwe, and Mozambique. 


President Moi further disclosed that the leaders had 
agreed to the admission of Sudan and Zaire to the PTA. 
On the appointment of the secretary general, President 
Moi said that the session had decided that the current 
secretary general, Dr Bax Nomvete, continue in his term 
of office until the end of next year. He added that the 
new secretary general recommended by the PTA Council 
of Ministers will take over in January 1991. The issue of 
the road transit charge was referred to ministers for 
transport and communication of member countries end 
their technical experts for their study and recommenda- 
tions. 


Regarding the Mozambican peace initiative, President 
Moi said he will do his best. Noting that the job was an 
uphill task, the president said with God’s guidance, 
peace will be realized. President Moi and President 
Mugabe are spearheading the Mozambican peace initia- 
tive. He hoped that the Sudan and Ethiopia will also 
realize peace, adding that all programs set out by the 
PTA could not be achieved without peace. 


President Moi wished the heads of states and the dele- 
gates a Merry Christmas and prosperous 1990. [passage 
omitted] 


Meeting Concludes 1 Dec 
MBO0112191189 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT | Dec 89 


[Text] i he PTA’s [Preferential Trade Area] eighth con- 
ference opened in Nairobi, Kenya yesterday and closed 
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this afternoon. The summit decided to accept Sudan and 
Zaize as member of the organization. 


This was announced today by new PTA Chairman 
Daniel arap Moi. 


The heads of state and government of the PTA member 
states have decided to establish a ministerial commis- 
sion to ensure that the organization’s aims are pursued. 


The Nairobi summit decided that the new PTA secretary 
general will only take office in January 1991. The current 
secretary general will continue his duties until then. 


President Joaquim Chissano attended a PTA summit for 
the first time. 


Communique Issued 


EA0212180389 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT | Dec 89 


[Text] The eighth meeting of the authority of the Pref- 
erential Trade Area, PTA, final communique today 
exempted Angola from the implementation of the pro- 
gram on tariff reduction for a period up to 3 years. The 
country was also exempted from the use of the Clearing 
House for a period of up to 4 years and from paying 
contributions to the budget of the PTA for 2 years. 


During the meeting, Sudan and Zaire were admitted to 
the PTA, while a ministerial task force comprising 
Kenya, Burundi, Djibouti, Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania 
and Zimbabwe, was appointed to consider the 
mechanics for the implementation of the PTA program 
on the removal of all barriers to intra-PTA trade, estab- 
lishment of a monetary union, promotion of interstate 
joint ventures in major economic sectors, and develop- 
ment of the capabilities of local businessmen. 


‘Significant Progress’ Cited 
AB03 12160989 Nairobi KNA in English 1215 GMT 
2 Dec 89 


[Text] Nairobi, 2 Dec (PANA)—The general secretary of 
the Preferential Trade Area (PTA) of southern and 
eastern Africa, Bax Nomvette, drew an optimistic pic- 
ture of the PTA’s advances in its evolution towards an 
economic integration of the sub-region. 


In his report to the eighth summit of the heads of state of 
PTA members that began Thursday (30 Nov) in the 
Kenyan capital, Nomvette said he was able to report 
“significant progress” in marked contrast to the situa- 
tion two years ago. 


At the 1987 summit in Kampala, Uganda, he said few of 
the plans for economic integration had been fulfilled. 


The steps towards economic integration involve the 
gradual reduction in tariffs between member countries 
and the relaxing of other non-tariff barriers in order to 
create the conditions for better intra-PTA trade. The 
measures also include the establishment of a common 
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monetary system and the promotion of specialization 
and economic complementary in agricultural and indus- 
trial production. 


Nomvette said that nine of the 12 countries that had 
been identified as eligible for the implementation of the 
programme for tariff reduction had already published 
their tariffs for the PTA. Mozambique, which had only 
just entered the organisation, st'!l must come up with its 
rates, leaving just Rwanda and Burundi. 


Regarding the common list of exportable produ ‘ts, there 
was also “substantial progress” with the number of 
products listed growing more than 100 percent in two 
years, from 312 in 1987 to more than 700 currently. 


In the monetary area, Nomvette indicated that there had 
been a significant growth in the use of the PTA Clearing 
House, which centralizes the register and control of 
intra-regional transactions in national currencies. He 
estimated that 73 percent of all the trade of the member 
countries currently used the Clearing Hcuse and there 
were indications that this would rise to 100 percent 
sometime in 1990. Fifty-nine per cent of the clearing 
house trade is done in naticaal currencies and on}, 41 
percent in foreign currency, he said. Almost all of the 
countries now use PTA travelers cheques, which total 
about 3,250,000 U.S. dollars every two months. Nom- 
vette thought it was now time “to launch a program for 
the creation of a monetary union”, which, he said, 
““would facilitate and accelerate the process of econornic 
integration”. 


He also gave examples of successes in the areas of 
agriculture and industry, including the promotion of 
specialization in the production of food crops and 
research for the development and creation of a metallur- 
gical centre. He warned, however, that “due to the initial 
slowness in implementation, we have been overtaken by 
adverse international events that necessitated the accel- 
eration of the rhythm of economic integration” in the 
sub-region. 


The current international economic situation, character- 
ized by the huge decreas: in prices of African raw 
materials, the loss of resources through the external debt, 
competition in the search for investments both among 
African countries and between African countries and 
industrialized r.ations such as those of Eastern Europe, 
meant that the continent was in a real “development 
trap”, Nomvette said. He suggested an alternative 
through the stimulation of development “on the conti- 
nent itself,” thereby abandoning the traditional model 
that was in place until the seventies. Along this model, 
“the engine of growth and development” of African 
countries was leveled by the industrialized countries. 


Nomvette affirmed that the steps made of by the PTA in 
the last few years have created “a solid foundation on 
which we can construct a dynamic, virile, and self- 
sustaining economy in southern and eastern Africa”. 


INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 5 


Regional Petroleum Exploration Seminar Ends 
AB0212160989 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 1! Dec 89 


[Text] The 5-day seminar on petroleum exploration in 
the West African subregion ended in Accra today. The 
Ghana National Petroleum Corporation, the Norwegian 
Agency for Development Corporation, and the UN 
Center for Transnational Cooperation jointly sponsored 
the seminar, which was attended by 23 African countries 
and representatives from international oil companies 
and technical assistance agencies. 


In his closing remarks, the deputy secretary for foreign 
affairs, Dr Mohamed Ibn Chambas, expressed Ghana’s 
commitment to regional cooperation in the energy 
sector. This, he said, is demonstrated by the fact that 
Ghana supplies hydroelectric power to Togo, Benin, and 
Cote d'Ivoire [Ivory Coast]. He said in the near future, 
Burkina Faso may also benefit from the power. Dr 
Chambas said Ghana is very committed to the ideals of 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] and this is also manifested in the level of her 
financial contributions. He announced that the PNDC 
[Provisional National Defense Council] is ready and 
willing to support the (?seminar) secretariat which, when 
properly enlarged with participation from other coun- 
tries, could be a vehicle for effective cooperation in the 
field of petroleum exploration in the subregion. 


Presenting a paper earlier on regional cooperation in 
West Africa, options and responsibilities, the acting 
chairman of the National Petroleum Corporation, Mr 
Tsatsu Tsikata, noted that even though the region 
abounds in oil, there is little or no contact between 
governments and oil agencies in that regard. He said 
deliberations at the seminar have shown that with proper 
cooperation, ECOWAS countries stand to gain from the 
untapped oil reserves they have. Mr Tsikata therefore 
called for a follow-up seminar to help countries in the 
region improve upon oil exploration or form joint ven- 
tures in the course of their exploration. 


Mozambican Minister Addresses SADCC Seminar 


MB04 12133189 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 4 Dec 89 


{Text} All SADCC [Southern African Development 
Coordination Conference] member countries dep ond 
exclusively on imports for oil and its byproducts, except 
for Angola, which produces 22.5 million tons [as heard] 
of oil anrually. 


sADCC member countries, notably Angola, Botswana, 
Mozambique, Tanzania, and Zambia, are expanding 
operations to explore hydrocarbon substances in an 
attempt to improve the situation. 


This was reported in Maputo this morning at a seminar 
on two vital SADCC sectors: energy and transportation. 


6 INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


The SADCC member countries reportedly have large 
coal reserves, some of which is of good enc*gh quality to 
substitute for some expensive oi! imports 


The SADCC countries consume some 6 million tons of 
coal annually, with Zimbabwe, Botswana, Zambia, and 
Swaziland being the main consumers. 


The SADCC seminar on energy and transportation ends 
7 December. Antonio Branco, Mozambican industry 
and energy minister, opened the meeting, noting it is the 
first meeting jointly organized by two vital SADCC 
sectors. This shows that the energy and transportation 
sectors recognize the importance of coordinating joint 
action so that infrastructures can operate at their best in 
our region, thereby creating conditions for accelerating 
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and developing work in other spheres, namely the social, 
agricultural, industrial, and mining spheres. 


Industry and Energy Minister Antonio Branco made it 
clear that the energy sector needs an efficiently run 
transportation system because it depends on it for energy 
in vital centers and in remote areas. 


[Begin Branco recording in English, fading into Portu- 
guese translation] Finally, there’s one area I must men- 
tion that concerns our planet’s survival: improving our 
environment. 

I refer to rollution. Our two sectors clearly have the 
major responsibility of preventing deterioration of an 
already precarious worldwide pollution situation. | must 
say that the amount of carbon dioxide and other pol- 
luting fumes must be cirastically reduced. [end recording] 


FBIS-AFR-89-233 
6 December 1889 


Kenya 


Sudanese Government-SPLA Talks Reportedly Fail 


ABO05 12182489 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 5 Dec 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Excerpt] Peace talks between the Sudanese Government 
and SPLA [Sudanese People’s Liberation Army] rebels 
have ended in failure amidst much recrimination. The 
talks got under way last Friday in Nairobi after the two 
sides had been brought together by American ex- 
President Jimmy Carter, who has been trying to act as a 
mediator in the conflict. On the line to Nairobi, Robin 
White asked our correspondent Colin Blaine who he 
thought was most to blame for the collapse of the talks: 


[Blaine] It is always [words indistinct] to say in cases like 
this. [?Could it be) that the ‘SPLA were not prepared to 
bring Jimmy Carter more {words indistinct] and it is 
equally (?true) that the team which came from the 
government, maybe, did not have the authority to push 
matters on. Mr Carter made some very interesting sug- 
gestions. One of these was that the Government of Sudan 
might be willing, or might usefully suspend the trials and 
punishments from the shari‘a law until such time as a 
constitutional conferciive could get going. He thought 
that would break the deadlock, but unfortunately for the 
cause of peace, was not agreed. 


[White] What was that shari‘a question that broke these 
talks down? 


[Blaine] Weil, that depends on whom you speak to. The 
official government spokesman said that shari‘a was not 
the root cause of the war. He went into [words indistinct] 
that the war had been going on for so long, long before it 
was ever an issue. But according to President Carter, and 
indeed to the SPLA, it looks as if shari‘a may well have 
been the issue that caused everything to crumble down, 
because the SPLA certainly said it was the first thing it 
wanted on the agenda, and they do noi really get [words 
indistinct] but they made no progress on shari‘a. 


[White] [words indistinct] a lot of history talked about? 


[Blaine] There was indeed, and again ex-President Carter 
looked [words indistinct] both sides were more [words 
indistinct] rather than to get ahead and try to do some- 
thing about bringing about a peace. 


[White] Now, ex-President Carter just held a press 
conference, and does he seem a very disappointed man? 


[Blaine] He did, indeed. In fact, he almost gave the 
impression that he had been brought along [words indis- 
tinct] he said he would not be coming back to (7help out) 
unless he was given firm assurances that the two sides 
were going to do better talking. more and more concrete 
talking about putting things right and ending the war. 


[White] So, is it back to the war now? 
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[Blaine] Well, that is difficult to say for sure, but it rather 
looks that way. The SPLA said that they expected the 
government would be mounting a big new dry season 
offensive. They will defend themselves if it has to be no 
peace. One can only imagine, particularly from what 
General al-Bashir has been saying, that the war will 
continue and will continue with some vigor. 


Meanwhile in Sudan itself, there have been more dem- 
onstrations on the streets of Khartoum. Yesterday, it was 
the turn of supporters of Gen al-Bashir’s military gov- 
ernment. Today, it is students that [word indistinct] a 
kind of political and religious divisions that exist within 
Sudanese society. From Khartoum, Alfred Taban tel- 
exed this report: 


Today about a hundred students held a silent demon- 
str@tion in the streets of Khartoum to protest the killing 
of a colleague. The [word indistinct] was reported knifed 
to death last night by fellows after an argurient over the 
current political situation in Sudan. Students [words 
indistinct] to opposing student groups at Khartoum 
university. The dead student belonged to what is known 
there as the democratic forces, while his assailant 
belongs to the Muslim fundamentalist group, which last 
week swept all 40 seats in student union elections. The 
demonstrators marched from the campus toward Khar- 
toum Hospital in an apparent attempt to retrieve their 
(?colleague’s) body, but riot police blocked their way not 
far from the university. Eyewitnesses told me that riot 
police then threw tear gas at the students, who reacted by 
throwing stones. University Street is now littered with 
stones and tear-gas canisters. 


Although things are quite quiet now, three lornes full of 
riot policemen are still stationed at the university. There 
have been no reports of injuries. [passage omitted] [end 
recording] 


Talks Agreement Detailed 


EA05 12214589 Omduiman Domestic Service in Arabic 
1700 GMT 5 Dec 89 


[Text] The joint declaration on the current peace talks in 
Nairobi between the delegations of the government and 
Garang’s movement was issued in Nairobi today. The 
two sides agreed that the national peace dialogue confer- 
ence’s report and resolutions embraced a number of 
constructive proposals representing one of the bases for 
solving Sudan's problems. They also agreed to convene a 
constitutional conference to draw up a new constitution 
for Sudan, in which the various sections of the Sudanese 


people will participate. 


For further details here is the dispatch of our radio 
correspondent from Nairobi. 


[Begin unidentified correspondent recording} Hello from 
Nairobi, the Kenyan capital. This is the (?third) dispatch 
on the talks in Nairobi. Here is the joint declaration of 
the Sudanese Government peace delegation led by Staff 
Colonel Muhammad al-Amin Khalifah, member of the 
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National Salvation Revolution Command Council; and 
the delegation of the people’s movement [Sudanese 
People’s Move:nent] to be read to you by Dr ‘Abd- 
al-Sami ‘Umar, the peace negotiations’ official 


spokesman. 


[‘Umar] In the name of God the compassionate and 
merciful. Joint declaration of the peace negotiations 
betwee the delegation of the Sudanese Government and 
that of the people’s movement, convened in Nairobi 
from 30 November to 5 December 1989. The delegations 
of the Sudanese Government and the people's move- 
ment met between 30 November and 5 December 1989 
in Nairobi, Kenya, to conduct talks in the context of the 
peace agenda as follows: 

1. The national law emanating from the shari‘a. 

‘ The final report of the national peace dialogue con- 
erence. 


3. The military pacts. 

4. The emergency measures. 

5. A broad-based government. 

6. The national army. 

7. Convening the constitutional conference. 
8. Sudan’s permanent constitutional. 

9. Cease-fire. 


Following negotiations characterized oy frankness and 
depth, and in a friendly atmosphere [words indistinct] 
from 30 November to 5 December 1989, the negotia- 
tions reached the following conclusions: 

Article |. The shari‘a laws: The two sides did not reach 
any agreement. 

Article 2. The dialogue conference report: The two sides 
agreed that the national peace dialogue conference 
report constituted a collection of constructive proposals 
which will be helpful as a base for solving Sudan's 
problems. 

Article 3. The military pacts: The two sides did not reach 
any agreement. 

Article 4. The emergency measures: The two sides did 
not reach any agreement. 

Article 5. A broad-based government: The two sides did 
not reach any agreement. 

Article 6. The national army: The two sides did not reach 
any agreement. 

Article 7. The constitutional conference: The two sides 
agreed on the following: 


A constitutional conference will be convened to draw up 
a new constitution for Sudan. those participating in the 
conterence will represent with the greatest measure of 
attention the various groupings, having the interests of 
the nation at heart; these groupings are to include the 
trade unions, intellectuals, and those espousing differing 
political philosophies. 

Article 8. The permanent constitution: The two sides agreed 
on the following: that the constitution of the Sudan to be 
formulated and drafted by the constitutional conference will 
be submitted for approval to the people, in accordance with 
the constitutional conference resolutions. 


Article 9. The cease-fire: disagreement over a number of 
items of the former agenda rendered discussion of 
Article 9 redundant. 


[Dated] Nairobi, 5 December 1989 
[Signed] ‘Abd-al-Sami *lJmar, official spokesman of the 
government (?to the peace negotiations) 


[Correspondent] Ladies and gentlemen, and with this we 
end our dispatch. [end recording] 


President Moi Defends Somali Screening Policy 


EA05 12223389 Nairobi Domestic Service in Swahili 
0937 GMT 5 Dec 89 


[President Moi’s speech on 5 December at Bukhungu 
Stadium, Kaka, during the opening of the Western 
Province Agricultural Show—live; passage in quotation 
marks spoken in English] 


[Excerpts] Ladies and gentlemen, I am glad to be with 
you here today for the opening of the Western Province 
Agricultural Show. Everything I s2w earlier this morning 
impressed me a lot. I believe that all those who were able 
to visit the various stands were satisfied that develop- 


ment has taken place [applause]. [passage omitted] 


I have said on many occasions: Let us stamp out corrup- 
tion and many other vices. Kenya is an independent 
country. But even crows come here bickering and pro- 
voking the people of Kenya. People come here to pro- 
voke the people of Kenya. Recently, when we said 
Somalis from Somalia, who are foreigners in Kenya, 
should be screened, a lot of noise was made about it. 
They screamed. I am satisfied with what is taking place. 
We have netted many with Somali passports who have 
acquired Kenyan identity cards. There are many of 
them. Do they want us to let them stay, “at the detriment 
of our own Somali indigenous” in Kenya? “We must 
protect all the Somalis that reside in Kenya” like other 
citizens. [applause] “Nobody should come and tell us 
that you shouid not do this, do this, no.” 


We conducted the “screening”. We did the screening and 
curing—in the process“ we founs the person who mur- 
dered 21 people in Tana River [applause]. We have done 
this because many people were killed in the “park— 
Tsavo Park“, everywhere, Meru, everywhcre. They were 
alien Somalis. Shall we let our peopie De harmed and 
killed? Simply becavse other people want to rule us? 
[shouts of "no, no“ from the crowd}. 


We are a democratic country. When we said we wanted 

“queue—queuing”, that everybody would line up behind 
the candidate of their choice—do you think that I, Moi, 
if I was a “dictator”, would have liked that queuing“? I 
would not have liked that. Instead, | would have used my 
officers to do the job for me. These people who are 
making a lot of noise want such things. They want to use 
officers to do the rigging secretly. That is what they want. 
But I say that a citizen who wants to vote for a candidate 
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should line up behind his candidate. That is true democ- 
racy [applause]. If the people want us to “amend laws* of 
Kenya, we will “amend, to strengthen them. Afterwards 
the peopie can exercise their rights the way they want. 


I think it is shameful or bad for people to come and talk 
about their domestic affairs in the presence of foreigners. 
That is not the right thing to do at all. Everybody should 
say what they want. But to say something about your 
home in the presence of foreign visitors shows that we do 
not know what we are doing. [passage omitted] 


Paper Notes Somalis Warned, Canada Censured 


EA04 12093289 Nairobi SUNDAY TIMES in English 
3 Dec 89 


{By Sylvan Mghanga and Beatrice Akiryi] 


[Excerpt] Seven thousand alien Somalis have gone into 
hiding in Mombasa in a bid to escape the screening 
exercise, the coast provincial commissioner [PC], Mr 
Simeon Mung’ala, revealei ycsterday. 


He warned that the administratior:; was watching the 
aliens keenly adding: “We know tiey have sought help 
from friends in various parts of the district but we call 
upon them to come out by next Tuesday.” 


Mr Mung’ala was addressing thousands of Mombasa 
residents who demonstrated in various parts of the 
island town protesting against Canada for allowing alien 
Soraalis to demonstrate against Kenya in Ottawa. 


Similar demonstrations have been siaged in the three 
districts of Northeastern Province, which is predomi- 
nantly inhabited by ethnic Somalis. 
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The residents of Mandera, Wajir, and Garissa staged 
demonstrations on Thursday supporting the govern- 
ment’s decision to screen all ethnic Somalis. 


The government ordered the screening exercise three 
weeks ago in response to various requesis by Somali 
leaders who wanted the name of the majority Somalis 
cleared of incidents of banditry committed by alien 
Somalis. 


“The 6,000 or 7,000 Somalis who have not registered 
aad are still hiding should know we are aware of what 
they are doing,” the PC said. 

He urged Wananchi [citizens] living in Mombasa to help 
the government expose the victims, and in that way show 
their loyalty to the president and the ruling party KANU 
{Kenya African National Union]. 


He noted that the exercise was not neant to embarrass 
all Somalis living in Mombasa, as most Kenyan Somalis 
were loyal to the government. 


Iranian Foreign Minister Received by Moi 
EA3011133989 Nairobi KNA in English 1045 GMT 
28 Nov 89 


[Excerpt] Nairobi, 28 Nov (KNA)—At another function 
President Moi received a goodwill message from Presi- 
dent Hashemi-Rafsanjani of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. The message was delivered to President Moi by the 
Iranian foreign minister, Dr Ali Akbar Velayati. Presi- 
dent Moi and Dr Velayati also held discussions which 
centered on bilateral issues, African and world affairs. 
Dr Velayati was accompanied by a member of the 
Iranian parliament, Mr Mohammad Ebrahim Asqarza- 
deh, and the Iranian ambassador to Kenya, Mr 
Mohammad Sharif Mahdavi. [passage omitted] 
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Angola 


Government Proposes 21 Dec Cease-Fire Summit 


AB0612083089 Paris AFP in English 1937 GMT 
5 Dec 89 


[Text] Luanda, Dec 5 (AFP)}—The Angolan Government 
has proposed a summit on December 21 of eight African 
countries to discuss a ceasefire with the rebel movement 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola], an official source said here late Monday [4 
December]. 


A new top-level meeting was necessary because of “‘out- 
side interference in Angolan affairs,” the source said, 
without elaborating. 


It was also necessary to evaluate the nractical effects of a 
first ceasefire agreement reach ¢, which would 
be the basis for new arrangers a. _ with respect for 
state sovereignty, the source ©. . 


(The June agreement has n.. ca hold, in the 
abseace of a monitoring force. UNITA leader Jonas 
Savimbi also denied that one of its provisions was that 
he should go into temporary political cxile.) 


Zaire is mediating in the 14-year war. The other coun- 
tries for the summit include Gabon, Congo, Mozam- 
bique, Sao Tome and Principe, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 


The proposal for the summit has been put to Zairean 
leader Mobutu Sese Seko, but it was not immediately 
clear where it would be held. 


Comoros 


French Mercenary Denard ‘Intends To Stay’ 


ABOS 12174589 Paris AFP in French 1549 GMT 
5 Dec 89 


[Text] Moroni, 5 Dec (AFP)}—French Merc.nary Bob 
Denard, whose forces have been controling Comoros 
since 26 Novembe:’, said today that he intends to stay in 
Comoros and thai he was not responsible for the death of 
President Anmed Abdallah. “Why should I leave?” Mr 
Denard asked foieign journalists at the Presidential 
Guard’s main barracks near Moroni. “I did not kill 
President Abdallah,” he said. 


Mr Denard acknowledged that the RSA [Republic of 
South Afr'ca], which so far has been financing the 
Presidential Guard, “told me to go, but that was not 
enough to make me go.” Concerning France, Comoros’ 
major aid provider, Mr Denard said: “! did not hear the 
government ask for my departure.” He added: “I can see 
what the French are driving at. They will give me a stack 
of money, but I cannot be bought off.” 


Bob Denard’s Presidential Guard (650 men including 30 
Belgian and French mercenzries) has been controlling 
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Comoros since 26 November, when President Abdallah 
‘was killed under mysterious conditions. 


AFP Correspondent Expelled 
AB0612081289 Paris AFP in French 0712 GMT 
6 Dec 89 


[Text] Moroni, 6 Dec (AFP)}—AFP special correspon- 
dent Michel Sailhan has to leave the Comoros by the 
next available airplane, a mercenary in charge of reja- 
tions with the media, and who calls himself Captain 
Siam the Warrior told him today. This mercenary 
blames the reporter for having created “incidents” in the 
Comoros. He also added that Bob Denard, leader of the 
mercenaries, whose forces control the archipelago, also 
blamed him for the contents of news items sent by AFP. 
Michel Saiihan was authorized to continue with his work 
until his departure on Thursday or Friday [7 or 8 
December]. 


The special correspondent of the French daily LIBERA- 
TION, Didier Francois, had also received orders to leave 
the Comoros on Friday, | December but the order was 
canceled befere his departure. 


RSA Envoy Views Denard 


EA0512215789 Mayotte Radio France Overseas 
in French 1600 GMT 5 Dec 89 


[Excerpts] The Comoros dominate: the regional news, 
with this morning's demonstrations before the Friday 
Mosque at Moroni. [Follows prolonged shouts in which 
the name of Denard can be heard many times] Here is a 
reportage from Pascale Soleil. 


[Begin Soleil recording] For the first time since Bob 
Denard arrived in the archipelago, Comorans have 
dared to demonstrate publicly against his presence, 
shouting at him “Out Mustapha!”, which is the Muslim 
name of the Frenck mercenary, and “Bob Denard the 
assassin!"’ (?Four hundred) Comorans, mainly men, 
demonstrated before the Friday Great Mosque. Bob 
Denard, accompanied by a few mercenaries in civilian 
clothes, apparently wanted to go to pray in the mosque. 
Traditionally, Islam acc: pts a sort of forgiveness for past 
sins during a ceremony with several religious leaders. 
But Bob Denard could not perform his prayers. A 
handful of Comorans took him out of the mosque, and 
he hurriedly lef} the place. The spontaneous demonstrz- 
tion which ensued dispersed without any inci dent. This 
is in fact the first time that the archipelago has shouted 
its hatred against the French mercenaries in the streets of 
the Comoren capital. [end recording] 


Pascale Soleil, whv managed to cover this demonstra- 
tion, the first one since the <ssassination of Comoran 
President Abdallah, tells us of the expectations of the 
Comorans at this moment, when the situation is 
extremely confused. 
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[Begin Soleil recording] Since the assassination of Pres- 
ident Abdallah, the Comoran archipelago has been anx- 
iously waiting. The interim president says that he a 
prisoner of Bob Denard’s merc~naries. Comorans would 
like to be told what is happening. 


Comoran radio journalists say they are [word indistinct] 
as lay-offs, and the weekly AL-WADOUANI no longer 
appears. Only the public rumors, the COMOROS 
MATIN, as the archipelago’s residents call it, are circu- 
lating. Comorans know that France and [the Republic of] 
South Africa [RSA] are doing their utmost to negotiate 
the departure of the mercenaries. 


In Moroni, people joke: Will Bob Denard leave with nine 
rounds of ammunition in his head, or nine billion in his 
pocket? For no one wants to know any longer whether or 
not Bob Denard murdered President Abdallah. It does 
not matter, they say in the island, provided he leaves. 


Meanwhile, the South Africans have understood this. 
After the French statement on Saturday, they announced 
on Monday that they would stop financing the Presiden- 
tial Guard. The problem of the departure of Bob Denard 
and his [figure indistinct] mercenaries is [word indis- 
tinct] concern of the Comorans, South African and 
French diplomats. But Bob Denard, who is married to a 
Comoran lady, is apparently attached to the archipelago, 
and will not leave that easily. 


Furthermore, will he leave alone, or with all his compan- 
ions? Where shall he go? Officially he is banned from 
Staying in France. South Africa may simply receive him, 
but is not ready to accept all the mercenaries. Bob 
Denard is today at the end of his Comoran adventure, 
but in the archipelago people are waiting. More than 
anything else, people have started getting impatient. Bob 
Denard was very pale when he left the mosque this 
morning. The French mercenary is also apparently 
scared. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


After the demonstrations, Pascale Soleil interviewed 
Marco Boni, the South African charge d’affaires in 
Moroni. 


{Begin recording] [Boni] I do not think that it is a new 
policy. For a long time now everyone has known that we 
had decided to change our policy here in the Comoros. 
Our position has not changed since the murder of the 
president. This is something that has been there for a 
long time now. I think the current situation will give us 
the opportunity to do what is required. That is why we 
have finally decided publicly to declare that we have 
suspended our aid and assistance to the local Presiden- 
tial Guard. 


[Soleil] These decisions you are taking, are they in 
collaboration with the French Embassy in the Comoros, 
I mean, with the French? 
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[Boni] France and South Africa have decided that, in the 
interests of the Comoran people and of the two coun- 
tries, France and South Africa, it was necessary to do 
something together. That is why we have decided to 
work together. 


[Soleil] According to you, Bob Denard has nothing more 
to do in the Comoros? 


[Boni] For us, no. He was here at the request of President 
Abdallah. But now the politics have changed, and for a 
long time now we have been considering changing our 


policy here. 


[Soleil] And what do South Africans think about Bob 
Denard? 


[Boni] I think that South Africans think that he is an 
interesting chap who has done a lot of things in his life. 
I think that for now his stay in the Comoros is at an end. 


[Soleil] Even if one can criticize what he did here, he still 
appears fascinating? 


[Boni] Yes. I think that he is very fascinating. And 
according to him, he believes that he has done a lot for 
this country. I think that a lot of people do not realize his 
contributions to the Comoros. He is married to a 
Comoran woman, by whom he hi * had children. I think 
that his attachment to this place i: very strong. It is not 
very easy for him to leave. But South African and world 
politics have changed, and I think that he should recog- 
nize that it is over. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


And now some news has just reached us concerning Bob 
Denard himself. The court of criminal appeal has 
referred his case to the Paris Magistrate’s Court for 
involvement in criminal activities. He is accused of 
having been the mastermind, the recruiting agent, and 
the leader of the assassination group which aimed at 
kidnapping and killing Beninese political leaders in 
January 1977. 


Zimbabwe 


Mugabe To Deliver State of Nation Address 7 Dec 


MB05 12175589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0728 GMT 5 Dec 89 


[Text] Harare Dec 5 SAPA—Zimbabwe’s President 
Robert Mugabe is to deliver his annual state- 
of-the-nation address to a joint sitting of the senate and 
house of assembly on Thursday [7 December]. 


This is the second time President Mugabe has given a 
state-of-the-nation address to Parliament, since 
becoming Zimbabwe's first executive president in 987, 
ZIANA, Zimbabwe's news agency reports. 


It will also probably be his last such address to the 
present two-chamber Parliament. 
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A constitutional amendment was passed recently by the 
House of Assembly designed to abolish the Senate and 
present House of Assembly and establish a new one- 
chamber parliament. 


The present two-chamber parliament is expected to be 
replaced by a unicameral legislature before next year’s 
general election. 


The constitutional amendment bill also does away with 
the present mandatory state of the nation address, 
leaving it to the president to decide whether or not to 
give such an address. 


Thursday’s address will give the president the opportu- 
nity to review and explain national development to the 
country’s legislators. 


Paper Welcomes ‘Positive’ U.S. Moves on Israel 


MB3011143789 Harare THE HERALD in English 
21 Nov 89 p 4 


[Editorial] 


[Text] As East Europe goes into convulsions of momen- 
tous political change, the United States seems to be 
undergoing one of its own, and apparently under the 
cover of the turmoil in the Communist world. 


But unlike the European change, which one cannot as yet 
tell if it is going to be for good or bad overall, the 
American one seems at first sight to be positive. This, 
however, places the Bush Administration on a direct 
collision course with the powerful Israeli lobby in the 
United States. 


Were it not for the European turmoil, which has drawn 
the attention of almost all the special interest groups in 
the U.S.; there would have already been loud protests 
over Mr Bush’s public criticism of the Zionists for their 
treatment of Palestinians and their refusal to accept any 
reasonable suggestions for talks with Palestinian repre- 
sentatives. 


Mr Bush has also been critical of Israel’s military ties 
with the racist South African regime. He expressed his 
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concern to the Zionist Prime Minister, Mr Yitzhaq 
Shamir, who was recently in Washington. 


The handling by Israeli troops of Palestinian demonstra- 
tors has striking similarities to the tactics used by South 
African forces when suppressing demonstrations by 
blacks in that country. 


Besides the joint development of an advanced and 
nuclear-armed ballistic missile, the South Africans are 
known to be using Zionist technology to develop a new 
fighter aircraft. 


South Africa wants to regain the air superiority it theo- 
retically held before Cuito Cuanavale and Israel, another 
world pariah, is the only country prepared to offer the 
technology the racist regi so desperately needs. 


The South African’s electi..1ed border-fence, which last 
week was reported to have already claimed 89 lives, was 
erected under the supervision of Israeli expatriates. 


Such intimate co-operation, including the exchange of 
information on how to deal with civil rights campaigners 
and nationalist freedom fighters, has not gone unnoticed 
by American governments. Few, if any, have, however, 
been as bold as President Bush’s, which has gone public 
with presidential criticism of Israel. 


The Americans, who early this year listed the African 
National Congress [ANC] of South Africa as a “terrorist 
Organisation”, has since made an about-turn and the 
ANC is being allowed to open ‘1 office in Washington. 


At the rate Washington is going, it will not be long before 
Cde [Commadore] Yasir ‘Arafat, President of the State 
of Palestine, is allowed to visit the United Nations again. 


America cannot be expected to move any faster at the 
moment than it already is. However, should it maintain 
the momentum the chances are that the vogue of solving 
regional conflicts, which the world seems to be enjoying, 
might also engulf the Middle East. 


The Namibian Solution could easily be applied to the 
Palestinian Question, but only if the superpowers put 
their minds to it. At present the U.S. seems to be taking 
hesitant but positive steps. Hopefully these will develop 
into less tentative actions. 
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Benin 


General Strike Looms as Donor Talks Proceed 


ABO0512151489 Paris AFP in French 1049 GMT 
5 Dec 89 


[Text] Cotonou, 5 Dec (AFP)}—The Beninese Govern- 
ment has for the past few days been negotiating with its 
donors in an attempt to secure fresh financial support in 
order to stem disaffection caused by accumulated delays 
in the payment of public servants, reliable sources in 
Cotonou disclosed. Since last week, there have been 
several demonstrations. while the 8 December deadline 
of Beninese teachers, who have been on strike since 
April, for the resumption of action is drawing near. They 
had agreed at the end of October to resume classes, 
following the promise that their salary claims were soon 
to be settled, a commitment which the state has been 
unable to meet. They have spearheaded the dispute, and 
could be followed by students and public servants, while 
various clandestine but very active opposition move- 
ments are making calls for a general strike. 


The claims are generally for salaries. The Beninese state 
has to spend 2.5 billion CFA [African Financial Com- 
munity] francs (50 CFA francs = Fri) each month in 
salaries for its 50,000 employees. This amount more or 
less tallies with its monthly revenue (customs duties, 
taxes, levies), and its coffers are empty. Obviously in a 
move to cool down tempers, the government decided last 
week to pay the salaries for September. It does not, 
however, appear to be in a position to settle the October 
and November salaries, not to speak of the outstanding 
payments for the last quarter of 1988. 


Benin, whose leaders still claim to be Marxist-Leninists, 
has just benefited from a debt write-off of 10 billion CFA 
francs from the United States. This good news, however, 
cannot hide the reality that the Beninese Government 
needs liquid cash of about 20 billion CFA francs as 
urgently as possible, as shown by the demonstrations of 
the last few days. A delegation of the IMF has been 
staying in Cotonou for the past 2 weeks and there have 
been continuous working sessions at the Ministry of 
Finance. However, nothing is known of the outcome of 
these negotiations. 


Financial backers pledged 50 billion CFA francs to Benin 
this year as part of their contributions to the structural 
adjustment program (SAP) adopted by the country. The 
most optimistic sources reckon that only bbout 40 percent 
of this amount would be disbursed by the end of the year 
because of lack of projects and programs to be finance and 
especially because of the Beninese Government's inability 
to respects its commitments. 


The Beninese Government was expected to vote 45 billion 
CFA francs from its internal revenue to finance its SAP. 
And yet the highest amount it can provide is only 70 percent 
of this amount, about 30 billion CFA francs. 
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Right now, President Kerekou is playing ‘he moderate. 
Deliberate orders not to intervene have been given to 
security forces, who simply supervise rallies. The min- 
ister of interior, Major Pancras Brathier, however, 
warned last Saturday that instructions had been given to 
the troops to “disperse demonstrations.” 


President Calls 6 Dec Meeting 


AB0612071589 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 5 Dec 89 


{Communique issued by the Presidency in Cotonou on 5 
December] 


[Text] In line with efforts to implement the great orienta- 
tions outlined in the message addressed to the nation on 29 
November by the chairman of the Central Committee, 
president of the Republic, head of state, and chairman of the 
National Executive Council, a special joint session of the 
People’s Revolutionary Party of Benin Central Committee, 
the National Revolutionary Assembly Standing Committee 
and the National Executive Council is summoned for 
Wednesday, 6 December 1989. 


This important meeting of these ruling bodies of the 
party and the State of Benin will carry out a careful and 
profound examination of the practical modalities for 
effecting a political, institutional, economic, and finan- 
cial reform that will lead to a methodical and rational 
application of our structural adjustment program. The 
chairman of the Central Committee, president of the 
Republic, head of state, and chairman of the National 
Executive Council has confidence in the indefectible 
willingness of the entire Beninese people to advance 
resolutely along the new path that he charted in his 
message to the nation on 29 November 1989. 


Nigeria 


Babangida Launches New Parties’ Manifestos 


AB0412175889 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 4 Dec 89 


[Text] President Ibrahim Babangida today in Lagos 
launched the manifestos and constitutions of the two 
grass-roots political parties, the Social Democratic Party 
and the National Republican Convention. Speaking on 
the occasion, General Babangida said the proclamation 
of the two grass-roots democratic-party system has now 
become a reality. [sentence as heard] The constitutions 
of the two parties, he said, were basically the same, 
because they both provided for intra-party democracy 
and modalities for accountability. The manifestos of the 
two parties, however, are different in content, but 
address similar national issues with emphasis on min- 
imum consensus as provided in the nation’s constitu- 
tion. They also emphasize grass-roots democracy for 
ensuring that candidates must be acceptable at the 
individual (?bases). 
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Gen Babangida therefore advised all those wishing to 
join any of the two parties to weigh them very carefully 
before doing so. The president said each of the mani- 
festos contained values which reflect certain funda- 
mental agreements that formed the foundation of the 
national constitution. These agreements represent 
democracy, republicanism, presidential system, [word 
indistinct], foreign policy, and nonadoption of any reli- 
gion as state religion. The president ais advised Nige- 
rians to look into the distinct characters of the two 
parties with respect to their principles, philosophies, and 
methodological processes for attaining those basic objec- 
tives. The Federal Government, he said, expected the 
would-be members of the two parties to understand and 
analyze the problems of the Nigerian society before 
registering as a member of any of these parties. 


Gen Babangida reiterated that the Armed Forces Ruling 
Council would never waver in its resolute determination 
to implement fully and within the schedule the political 
transition program. 


Lagos Kadio Reports 
AB04 12202489 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 4 Dec 89 


[Excerpts] President Ibrahim Babangida has solicited for 
support of the mass media in disseminating the consti- 
tutions and manifestos of the two registered political 
parties. At the launching of the constitutions and mani- 
festos in Lagos today, President Ibrahim Babangida said 
the dissemination of the documents will help Nigerians 
to assimilate the emerging grass-roots two-party demo- 
cratic system. He described the launching of the consti- 
tutions and manifestos as another milestone in the 
country’s march to civil rule. The president said that the 
stage is now open to Nigerians to make their own choice 
and implement it. 
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Each manifesto is designed to reflect a minimum [word 
indistinct] consensus. These include the basic tenets of 
the Nigerian constitution and a broad consensus on basic 
issues of [words indistinct] policy and economic direc- 
tion. For more on the launching of the party constitu- 
tions and manifestos, here is State House correspondent 
Reginald Okwoche: 


[Begin Okwoche recording] The constitutions of the two 
parties are basically the same. They provide for intra-party 

and the modalities for accountability. Although 
the manifestos differ in contents, they, however, address 
similar national issues. For the time being, the Armed 
Forces Ruling Council [AFRC] has decided that the two 
parties should be identified with the national colors. The 
Social Democratic Party is assigned the green color while 
the National Republic Convention will be identified with 
white. The two parties will be free to adopt their symbols 
later when they hold their convention. 


There was a little drama when General Babangida 
moved to launch the party documents. In an attempt to 
& oid any misinterpretation, especially by politicians, 
the president lifted the manifestos of the two parties with 
his two hands and held them together. There was pro- 
longed laughter in the hall, but displaying a complete 
knowledge of Nigerians, Gen Babangida said that he was 
sure that people would read meaning if he held one 
party’s manifesto in his right hand and the other in his 
left hand. [passage omitted] 


Gen Babangida made it clear that every prospective 
party member must join one of the parties [words 
indistinct]. The president again assured the nation that 
the AFRC will not relent in its determination to imple- 
ment the political transition program fully and within 
the time frame. [end recording] 
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